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THE TRICKS MEN PLAY —
AND HOW THEY PREY

We have been warned! Ephesians 4:14 says very clearly
‘‘that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting.’’

We have been told there will be unscrupulous religious
teachers who will try to prey on the vulnerable. They
will devise trickery. They will craft reasonable-sounding
lies. They will plan deceptions. They will claim miracles,
but never document them. They will promise a hundred-
fold (or more) return on the money given to them. They
will guarantee a bigger home, a newer car, a better job,
and a fabulous marriage.

It is hard to believe that such evil could go on, but it
does every day and in every way on ‘‘Christian’’
television, and in ‘‘Christian’’ books and magazines.

The NIV renders Ephesians 4:14: ‘‘blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.’’

Even the Catholic version of Scripture called The
Jerusalem Bible renders it: ‘‘at the mercy of all the tricks
men play and their cleverness in practicing deceit.’’

These unscrupulous men know that there are vulner-
able people out there — soft targets. Many have been

exposed repeatedly for making millions off their schemes
and living a life of luxury. Preying pays very well.

No false teacher says, ‘‘We are going to rob your
freedom, your mind, your family, and trash them while
you give us your money. We will make you very poor in
every way while you make us rich.’’ There is a subtle but
seductive process. Cult leaders and cults do not
necessarily appeal to people who are uneducated or
dim-witted; being vulnerable and biblically untaught are
sufficient for spiritual seduction by a cult to be success-
ful. People are trapped in the deceit for a variety of
reasons:

• Those going through difficult transitions like losing a
loved one, a divorce, a separation, financial reverses, or
other personal crises. Their world has been ‘‘rocked.’’

• Following and connected to the above are promises
of stability, predictability, security, and the pretense of
absolute answers that help the uncertainty. False teachers
pretend to offer all this.

• There may be the promise held out that with insider
information the new follower can tap into new mind
powers or great insights into the inscrutable. Theolo-
gians have wittily referred to it as unscrewing the
inscrutable.

• Then there is the alluring possibility held out of no
uncertainty — ‘‘We have all the answers’’ — which is
really not possible this side of heaven.

(continues on page 22)
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NEWS UPDATES
(continued from page 3)

Despite his believing that people have turned to the
Bible because of his erroneous and, as he admits, sinful
predictions, Camping fails to see how much damage his
false predictions have done, including causing an unbe-
lieving world to scoff at the idea that Jesus will return
again, as He promised to do. Christians and the Bible are
mocked and ridiculed because of Camping’s failed
predictions.

—JGS/MKG

EDITORIALS
(continued from page 2)

• There, too, may be within the seeker a deep
dissatisfaction with life in general or in one’s own life
that creates great feelings of vulnerability.

• There also may be a desire for spiritual meaning and
direction.

• Many have a desire for a cause to live for.

• Added to that, there may be a total ignorance of
group manipulation.

• There often is also a desire to be accepted and loved.
This is usually encountered in the cult’s courtship phase
(called ‘‘love-bombing’’), but not sustained by the group
over the long haul. Once in, it is all work and no play.

• The cult leader can also push our greed button with
the aforementioned promises of hundredfold (or even a
thousandfold) in return for our investment. It is some-
times called ‘‘sowing your seed.’’ The old nature loves to
gamble. This is one of the crafty schemes that has been
working for many years. The cult leader gets the ‘‘seed’’
and we are left with an empty plot.

Now we can understand at least a little bit of the tricks
men play and how they prey. Memorize Ephesians 4:14.
Be aware of the ‘‘cunning and craftiness of men.’’ We
have been warned.

—GRF
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A RIVER OF RED INK
More than a decade following the last service of the

famed ‘‘Pensacola Revival,’’ the church staff and mem-
bership of the Brownsville Assembly of God are still
feeling reverberations from this so-called spiritual out-
pouring. The meetings reportedly drew 5,500 people four
nights a week and lasted six years. Yet the results — or
more correctly, the aftermath — of the revival left the
church on the brink of financial collapse; a fact little
known outside the church family according to a recent
Associated Press report.

By the time the revival, called ‘‘A River is Flowing,’’
dried up, it had amassed $11.5 million in debt. That
figure has been reduced to $6.5 million after the sale of
property and expense reduction. The Rev. Evon Horton,
the church’s current pastor, hopes to wipe out the
remaining debt through a donation campaign which he
claims God gave to him in a dream. ‘‘We can be debt-free
if just 7,000 of the millions of people who attended the
revival help out’’ by giving $1,000 each toward the debt
removal, Horton said.

The AP article indicated that the ‘‘paid staff is down to
six from around 50.’’ Also it said Sunday attendance at
the church’s two services was between 800 and 1,000, and
that ‘‘most pews go empty in the 2,200-seat sanctuary.’’

At the height of the revival services, it was more than
Holy Ghost power that was flowing at Brownsville —
large amounts of cash were flowing as well. Following
months of investigative work, the Pensacola News Journal
published a series of articles which included the financial
benefits acquired by the revival’s leadership. The news-
paper estimated that for 1997, ‘‘the total revival revenue
was between $4.3 million and $5.4 million for that one
year.’’ It reported that the offerings from the Friday
evening services — said to be a weekly amount of
$20,000 — were given directly to the revival’s evangelist
Stephen Hill. The church’s pastor, James Kilpatrick, as
well as the revival’s ‘‘theologian,’’ Michael Brown, were
also harvesting their own fiscal fortunes, purchasing
homes and property in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars. The church itself began buying homes adjacent to
its campus, then razing them for parking. Horton told the
AP ‘‘he’s still unsure what happened to all the money.’’
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