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TAKING A STAND
FOR THE BIBLE

by John Ankerberg and Dillon Burroughs
Harvest House Publishers, 222 pages, $12.99

It often has been said that the Bible is like an anvil
which, over the centuries, has been pounded and beaten
by hammers of disbelief and objection. Yet it stands
undamaged, while the critics’ hammers crumble. John
Ankerberg and Dillon Burroughs’ latest book helps the
reader understand why the Bible has stood up over time.

While not an exhaustive treatment of the subject
matter, Ankerberg and Burroughs provide a terrific
synopsis in each chapter, which should spur the reader
to deeper study. Here are some of the topics:

• Biblical inspiration — and why it is crucial to hold to
the verbal, plenary, and clear components of divine
inspiration.
• The five rules of how the New Testament books were
accepted (or canonized).
• Guidelines for handling perceived contradictions and
errors in the Bible.
• Ten key facts that support the reliability of the
contents of the New Testament.
• The necessity of complete — or full — biblical
inerrancy and the fallacy and danger of the idea of
limited inerrancy.
• Statements in Scripture that have been affirmed by
modern science.
• Seven key teachings about Jesus Christ which make
Him unique among all other religious leaders.
• How archaeology affirms the truthfulness of the
Bible by confirming as accurate its descriptions of events,
places, and peoples.

The importance of archaeological evidence is stressed
as the authors observe: ‘‘the fact that Luke has been
established as such a careful writer means that fully
one-fourth of the entire New Testament, on the basis of
his accuracy alone, bears the same marks of authenticity.
It was also this same careful historian, the physician
Luke, who reported that Jesus Christ was resurrected
from the dead ‘by many convincing proofs’ — and that

he carefully investigated the evidence for this from the
beginning (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-3)’’ (pg. 147).

Two modern Bible-related issues are also examined in
the book. The first of these contemporary subjects is a
review of and response to the King James Only contro-
versy, the belief that the KJ version of the Bible is the only
legitimate and trustworthy English translation of Scrip-
ture. The second is an analysis of and answer to Bart
Ehrman and his best-selling book, Misquoting Jesus. The
neo-orthodox Ehrman argues that we cannot know what
the original New Testament Scriptures said because they
were changed over the early centuries of Church history.

Incorporated within the pages of the book are several
charts and informational sidebars (e.g., ‘‘Interesting Facts
about the Bible,’’ pg. 15 and ‘‘A Sampling of Jesus’
Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecies,’’ pp. 82-83). The
layout and content of this publication make it a
wonderful source from which to draft Sunday school or
Bible study lessons about the important and essential
aspects of Scripture.

The book draws extensively from various Christian
scholars, including several of those interviewed by
Ankerberg for his award-winning television broadcast.
Included are such notables as Dr. Norman Geisler, Dr.
Gleason Archer, Dr. Gary Habermas, Dr. Darrell Bock,
and Dr. Daniel Wallace. However — in this reviewer’s
opinion — there were a couple scholars who would have
been better left unquoted: Dr. Craig Blomberg (pg. 97)
and Dr. N.T. Wright (pp. 164, 167, 189). Blomberg, in his
book on Mormonism (How Wide the Divide? co-authored
with Latter-day Saint Stephen Robinson), has stated that
the biblical texts were subjected to a process similar to
that which yielded changes or corrections in successive
editions of Mormon scriptures. And Wright is a major
conduit through which the new perspective on Paul
teaching (i.e., we have seriously misunderstood the
Apostle Paul regarding salvation by faith alone) has
entered the evangelical Church. Despite all the com-
mendable scholarship by these two men, Blomberg and
Wright should now be used with caution and qualifica-
tion, if at all. What is brought into Taking a Stand for the
Bible by these men could have been drawn from other
competent and respectable sources.

Notwithstanding the above personal caveat, Taking a
Stand for the Bible is a great primary resource for any
Christian from which to draw ‘‘remarkable evidence that
affirms the Bible’s integrity and reliability.’’

—MKG



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


