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INTERNATIONAL
CHURCH OF CHRIST

SCORES PARTIAL VICTORY
The International Church of Christ’s Singapore congre-

gation, Central Christian Church, prevailed on one of five
points in defamation suits filed against The New Paper;
the Chinese-language evening paper, Lianhe Wanbao; and
the Christian magazine, Impact.

In a Nov. 23, 1991, report, the newspapers called the
group a cult. The CCC sought damages totaling $3.25
million (Singapore): $2.25 million from the editors of the
two newspapers and $1 million from the magazine’s
editor. Impact was named in the suit because it was used
as a source by the two newspapers.

Justice Warren Khoo, who presided over the 18-day
trial last July, threw out four of the five suits, saying the
publications had been fair in their report. However, he
said a front-page headline in The New Paper that read ‘‘2
Cults Exposed’’ amounted to sensationalism. He issued
his ruling last November.

Khoo said that the defendants had failed to establish a
basis for calling the CCC a cult. He said he found no
evidence that the sect was a ‘‘half-crazed people’’ or a
‘‘secret organisation run by persons with an agenda’’ and
that its members are permitted to leave the group if they
desire.

The ICC had never sued one of its critics before. One
ICC public document says: ‘‘How do you respond to
critics who equate discipling with ‘mind control’ or
‘brain washing’? We try to respond with forbearance and
love, for Christians have always been misunderstood and
persecuted’’ (Media and Law, August 1, 1994).

RUSSIAN LDS
VIDEO AVAILABLE

After several years in production, a Russian language
version of Personal Freedom Outreach’s video presenta-
tion, Mormonism: The Christian View, is now available. The
production was a joint effort between PFO and the Jesus
Film Project.

Following the decline of communism, the opportunity
to take the Gospel to the people in the former block of
Soviet Union countries became a reachable goal. Unfortu-
nately, freedom for cults to preach a false gospel also
availed. In an attempt to minimize the Latter-day Saint
church’s influence in this new territory on the foreign
mission field, the Jesus Film Project contacted PFO about
revising and translating its video for the Russian
speaking people. Late last year the undertaking became a
reality.

The video is available in both PAL and VHS formats.
The cost is $19.95 per copy (plus $1.50 postage). Contact
PFO Saint Louis for more information or to order.

—MKG

Adrian van Leen, director of Concerned Christians
Growth Ministries in Australia, was an expert witness
called by the defense. Gordon Melton of The Institute for
the Study of American Religion was the expert witness
for the plaintiffs. Melton said the ICC is not a cult and
further declined to label groups such as the People’s
Temple (Jim Jones), the Church of Scientology, Japan’s
Sum Supreme Truth, and several other sects as cults.

The amount for settlement of the defamatory headline
will be determined later in a separate hearing.

—MKG

MASS SUICIDE
PLOT FOILED

In what could have been called ‘‘Heaven’s Gate II,’’
police in Spain prevented a plan in which cult leader
Heide Fittkau-Garthe orchestrated the mass suicide of
herself and 32 of her followers. The 57-year-old Fittkau-
Garthe, a German psychologist, was charged Jan. 10 with
attempted murder and ordered held without bail. She
was arrested Jan. 7 at her chalet on the Spanish resort
island of Tenerife during what police described as the
group’s ‘‘last supper.’’

Officials stated they were alerted to the suicide pact by
the cult leader’s brother, a businessman from
Düesseldorf. Police said they discovered poisonous
chemicals at her home.

According to a Reuters News Service report, Fittkau-
Garthe and her followers believed that a UFO ‘‘would

entertainment remained throughout his years as head of
the Church of Satan, playing bizarre organ music for
hours each day and, for a time, keeping a lion as a pet.

LaVey’s version of Satanism was more contempt for
Christianity, rather than the typically accepted traditions
of human and animal sacrifice associated by some with
devil worship. ‘‘My father was considered by some as
the world’s most dangerous man, but he would never
hurt a living thing. My father loved animals and
children,’’ his daughter, Karla LaVey, told the Associated
Press.

In 1969, he published The Satanic Bible, a work that sold
briskly in secular bookshops for many years. He wrote
and published three other volumes, with a fifth book to
be published posthumously this year. LaVey’s family
stated they ‘‘will continue in his footsteps to do as he
directed to keep the Church of Satan going and keep it
strong.’’

—MKG



rescue their souls from the summit of the Teide volcano
and take them to a new world.’’ Members of the sect
have refused to cooperate in the investigation by
authorities.

—MKG

SCIENTOLOGY
SETTLEMENT REVEALED

The Church of Scientology revealed in early January
that it had paid the Internal Revenue Service $12.5
million in a 1993 settlement that established its tax-
exempt status. Called a ‘‘closure agreement,’’ the multi-
million dollar settlement concluded a battle between the
two entities which began in 1967. The IRS had main-
tained that the church should forfeit its tax-exempt status
because they said it was a ‘‘for-profit business’’ that
benefited church officials. The church responded by
filing more than 2,000 lawsuits against the IRS.

Mark Rathbun, the church’s director of Religious
Technology, confirmed to the Associated Press previ-
ously undisclosed information regarding the erstwhile
arrangement first reported by The Wall Street Journal.

Under the settlement, the church agreed to dismiss its
suits and pay the $12.5 million to satisfy any tax liability
previous to 1993. And while additional compensation is
possible, the IRS said it would forgo any outstanding
audits of the church and its organizations. It also stated
that its ruling to grant tax-exempt status to the church

was ‘‘based upon voluminous information provided by
the church to the IRS regarding its financial and other
operations.’’

Church members will be permitted to deduct from
their personal income taxes the fees they incur for
‘‘auditing.’’ Auditing is a Scientology procedure which,
the church says, frees a person of false brain program-
ming and purges negative thoughts.

The Church of Scientology was founded by science
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard in 1954. He died in 1986.

—MKG

BOOKS IN REVIEW
(continued from page 24)

Personal Freedom Outreach — Statement of Belief
I. The Bible as the divinely inspired, inerrant Word of God: It is in its entirety the sole authority for all matters
of Christian belief and practice.
II. The one true God. In the one true God there exist three persons, being: The Father, The Son Jesus Christ, and
The Holy Spirit.
III. Jesus Christ: His deity, humanity, virgin birth, sinlessness, death and bodily resurrection; who will personally
and visibly return again to earth.
IV. The personality and deity of the Holy Spirit.
V. The existence and personality of Satan, his total opposition to God, and his power over the unregenerate.
VI. The complete and total depravity of all men which makes them hopelessly lost without the new birth obtainable
through faith in Jesus Christ.
VII. The final estate of man: for the saved, everlasting life in the presence of God and for the unsaved, everlasting
punishment because of their unbelief.
VIII. The Gospel by which we are saved being summed in the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
IX. The Church being the Body of Christ, united in the Holy Spirit, consisting of those who have received Jesus
Christ as Savior. A local church is an organized assembly of believers united for the purpose of carrying out the
Great Commission of Christ.
X. The Great Commission of Christ being to preach the Gospel to all men, baptizing and discipling those who have
believed.

April-June 1998 The Quarterly Journal · 23

Readers become acquainted not only with the
dominant cultic forces prevalent today, but with a
handful of self-appointed prophets sowing their seeds of
confusion within the Church. This latter group includes:
Harold Camping, Edgar Whisenant and John Hinkle.
Abanes’ work could have been further enhanced by
adding the unscriptural declarations and biblical
eisegesis of other well-known visionaries, including
Benny Hinn.

The volume’s extensive endnotes, as well as its
Scripture and Subject Indexes, help to make the book a
valuable apologetic resource.

—MKG



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


